ATES CHOIR HANDBOOK

2009-2010
Purpose

This handbook is to provide valuable information about the vocal music program at ATES.  The music program at ATES strives to achieve and maintain high standards of excellence in every aspect of music.  All members and member’s parents should familiarize themselves with the regulations and procedures of this program. 

Eligibility

The ATES EXPRESS HONOR CHOIR is designed for students in grade five.  Students must display an interest in vocal music, have exemplary behavior, strong academia, and have a desire to sing in an ensemble.  The success of the group as a whole is dependent upon the performance of each individual.  Performances are required.  Absences during rehearsals must be kept to a minimum.  

Auditions

The students must audition to be a member of the choir.  They may sing a song of their choosing or one from the director’s list.  This may be done in a small group setting or individually.  The audition is strictly an evaluation of the voice so that the director can hear voice type and place the student into a voice part/section.  It is the sole discretion of the director whether a student should or should not be placed in the choir.  Input regarding conduct and academics will be accepted from the homeroom teachers. 
Curriculum 

This choir is the backbone of the vocal music program of ATES.  The students will be assessed in a vast knowledge of proper singing techniques and repertoire ranging from classical, contemporary, jazz, swing, and sacred music.  Some of the music may include choreography, and solo or small groups.  We will sing accompanied and a cappella.  The vast majority of musical knowledge is gained through participation in class.  Students will also learn how to function as a group and develop team skills, which are vital to social development.

Performances
There will be a winter and spring program and may be blended programs with other choirs or music programs.  The chorus may possibly be performing around the community and civic events, festivals, and recitals.  Select 5th grade students MAY have the opportunity to audition for the Tennessee Treble Honor Choir (pending dates).  All extra-curricular performances are subject to the directors’ discretion. (See 2009-2010 choir dates) All choir members must be present at all performances to be a member of the honor choir.  All dates are subject to change.  I will inform you as soon as I know.
Attendance/Behavior/Participation Assessment 
Choir is year-round but may include short rehearsal breaks throughout the year.  
The students are assessed on the following:

1/3-Rehearsal Participation-students must attend rehearsals.  Skipping is not permissible.  In addition, they must participate during rehearsals using proper procedures and acceptable rehearsal techniques.  

1/3-Conduct/Academics-Professional behavior is expected from all students at all times—on or off campus.  Choir students MUST keep up their academics.  

This group is a representation of the school as a whole.  
Failure to comply with procedures may result in removal from the choir.  

 1/3-Performance Participation-Students will be expected to attend all performances in which their group is involved.  All dates are subject to change.  I will inform you as soon as I know.

(I understand that your schedule is very important)

Students are encouraged to attend performances that contain vocal music 

Fees
Each member of the chorus is asked to pay $40/child ($20/sememster) or $60/family which includes their choir t-shirt that will be worn on the days of performances.  Dues will also help defray the cost of music and other materials and supplies. 
 Checks may be made payable to ATES. 
(PLEASE INCLUDE CHOIR/CHILD’S NAME ON THE CHECK).  

All fees must be turned in by Tuesday, September 30th.

Other fees may include the following:  Tennessee Treble Honor choir audition fees/participation AND/OR choir trip fees.  

Performance Attire/Costume

Choir shirts/black pants/black shoes will be worn for performances.  Please make arrangements for these items BEFORE the winter concert.  

 NO SANDALS OR FLIP FLOPS, BIG HAIRBOWS, or BIG BELTS PLEASE!!!

SMALL SILVER OR GOLD EARRINGS AND/OR A SMALL NECKLACE MAY BE WORN.  

Fundraising

There will be a few opportunities during the school year for students to raise money for the vocal music program.  Donations are also gladly accepted. 
 Mrs. Allen and the CHOIR PARENTS (PTO) will direct all fundraising. 

PTO
Any parent, grandparent, family member or caregiver that has a child attending ATES may become a member of the Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO).  Each member is asked to pay a fee of ONLY $5/family and attend regular monthly meeting set forth by the organization. The executive committee is comprised of members voted on by the organization.  The organization’s primary job is to provide financial support as well as extra help during the school year.  
Travel Policy
In the event that the ATES Express Honor choir/individuals will travel to any events away from the school throughout the school year, we will represent not only the vocal music program but the school as a whole.  Undignified conduct or reckless behavior may result in dismissal from the group, parent phone call, and/or disciplinary action from the ATES administration or TCBOE.  
(See TCBOE student handbook for further information)

This is an HONOR CHOIR!
Let’s all take responsibility to work together to make yourselves and the group 
the best it can be!

Academic achievement, behavior/conduct, character, and musical/singing abilities will all be accounted for!
CONTACTS
YOU MAY CONTACT Mrs. Allen ANY TIME AT SCHOOL @ 837-5650.

 If you need to schedule a meeting my planning time begins @ 7:45am everyday.
You may also email me:   mcain@tipton-county.com 
FALL CHOIR CALENDAR
Rehearsals: 

ALL REHEARSALS WILL BE HELD ON 

TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS @ 7:15AM IN THE MUSIC ROOM
THERE MAY ALSO BE SOME WEDNESDAY OR SATURDAY REHEARSALS NEAR 

CONCERTS OR EXTRA PERFORMANCES.
Performances:

See choir calendar (attached)

2009-2010
ATES HONOR CHOIR CONTRACT
PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS PAGE TO Mrs. Megan Allen 
Failure to return this form may prevent participation in the vocal music program.

Student Name:___________________________________________________________

Homeroom Teacher:_______________________________Grade:_________________
T-SHIRT SIZE (circle one): ys      ym      yl  
 yxl  
as  
am
  al 
 axl
(this shirt is covered by $40 choir dues)
You may order additional choir shirts (long sleeves, hoodies) at a later date

Parent(s)/CaregiverName(s):_______________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS:_________________________________@______________________

Mailing ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________

CITY:____________________________________ZIP:____________________________
HOME PHONE: ______________________________
CELL PHONE:_______________________________

WORK PHONE:______________________________EXT.__________________________

EMERGENCY NAME:__________________________
EMER. PHONE: (      )____________________

ALLERGIES:_____________________________________________________________
Daily MEDICATIONS:___________________________________________________________
  OTHER MEDICAL CONDITIONS:____________________________________________
 OTHER:_________________________________________________________________ 

I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND WHAT IS REQUIRED OF ME AS A MEMBER OF THE CHOIR PROGRAM OF ATOKA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. 

 I AGREE TO ABIDE BY ALL THE REGULATIONS STATED IN THIS HANDBOOK.  
SIGNED_______________________________________________________

              PARENT/GUARDIAN



DATE

SIGNED_______________________________________________________

               STUDENT
      
               DATE
DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE

_______________________________________________________________________
CONDUCT/PARTICIPATION RECORD:

PERFORMANCE(S) ATTENDED:
MISSED REHEARSALS:
ATES HONOR CHOIR CALENDAR
FALL 2009
(an updated fall calendar may be issued at a later day)

September 2009 
1
 Choir rehearsal-7:15am
2 
Choir rehearsal-7:15am

3
 choir rehearsal-7:15am 

 
CHOIR PARENT MEETING @ 6:00 in Cafeteria
8 
choir rehearsal-7:15am 
10
 choir rehearsal-7:15am 
15
 choir rehearsal-7:15am 
17 
choir rehearsal-7:15am 
22 
choir rehearsal-7:15am 
24 
choir rehearsal-7:15am 
29 
choir rehearsal-7:15am 

October 2009 
1 
choir rehearsal-7:15am 
5 
fall break-no school-no choir 
6 
fall break-no school-no choir 
7 
fall break-no school-no choir 
8 
fall break-no school-no choir 
9
fall break-no school-no choir 
13 
choir rehearsal-7:15am 
15 
choir rehearsal-7:15am 
19 
parent/teacher conferences 

20 
choir rehearsal-7:15am 
22 
choir rehearsal-7:15am 
27
choir rehearsal-TBA 
27 
parent-teacher conferences 
29 
choir rehearsal-7:15am

November 2009

3
choir rehearsal-7:15am
5
choir rehearsal-7:15am
10
choir rehearsal-7:15am
11
Possible Veterans Day Performance (TBA)

12
choir rehearsal-7:15am
17
choir rehearsal-7:15am
19
choir rehearsal-7:15am
23-27
THANKSGIVING BREAK-NO SCHOOL-NO CHOIR

December 2009

1
choir rehearsal-7:15am

CHRISTMAS CONCERT TICKETS AVAILABLE
2
*choir rehearsal_7:15am

3
choir rehearsal-7:15am
8
choir rehearsal-7:15am
10
Choir rehearsal @ 10am

Choir Concert for school/dress rehearsal @ 1:00pm (gym)

TBA choir concert @ 6:30pm (gym)

*NOTE EXTRA REHEARSAL 
(other dates for community performances may be added at a later time)
